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Read the online article “Remote Sensing in History” 
and answer the following questions. 
 
Remote Sensing in History 
http://physics.ship.edu/~mrc/astro/NASA_Space_Sci
ence/observe.arc.nasa.gov/nasa/exhibits/history/hist
ory_0.html 
 
 

1. What is remote sensing? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2. Why would people want to detect, observe, or sense something from great distances? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Explain Galileo’s involvement in remote sensing of the sky. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. When where the first aerial photographs taken? Describe some drawbacks involved in these 
early attempts. 
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5. How were pigeons used to gather information remotely? 
 
 
 
 
 
6. How did the use of airplanes help armies gather information in World Wars I and II? How 

well did this work? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. How did space flight change the nature of remote sensing? Why was better technology 

needed to help us get images of the earth from space? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Describe four examples of how remote sensing imagery was used in the 1980’s. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Describe three examples of how remote sensing imagery was used in the 1990’s. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


