Researching Different Perspectives on Ethics and
Reproduction

Carlos and Mollie are planning on having a child together. Carlos knows that he is a
carrier for CF. As someone who has seen his own brother die from CF, he wants Mollie
to get tested for the gene. Mollie, however, does not want to get tested and would rather
get pregnant and have the baby, without knowing if the baby has CF. Carlos and Mollie
are faced with a number of choices. To make educated decisions, they both need to
have factual information from a number of different resources.

The class has been divided into groups, each representing a resource for Carlos and
Mollie, such as a genetic counselor, a doctor, a parent of a child with CF, a person with
CF, and a religious figure. You and the members of your group will research your
respective role and present your perspective to the rest of the class. As you conduct
your research, you might find that different members of the same group have varying
views. For example, two doctors might have different points of view about genetic
testing. Do not add your own personal bias to the issue by picking one view over
another; rather, report both perspectives with the reasons that each doctor provides for
his/her point of view.

The final presentation will be due on . Each group must present its findings
on a large poster board. The following must be included on the poster board:

e Name of professional / role (e.g. genetic counselor).

e Types of research conducted (e.g. Internet research: include website addresses,
interview with Mrs. X at Y Hospital). You must have at least one resource that is not
from the Internet!

e Your perspective/advice for Carlos and Mollie organized into an outline or bullets of
information.

The following are some website suggestions to help you begin your research. Do not
limit yourself to the information on these sites. As you find more sites, write the URL
down in the space provided below to keep track of the information. As stated above, not
all resources can be from the Internet. Consider interviewing people in your community.
Be sure to report their names, professions, and write down accurately what they say.

Genetic Counselor:
http://www.pbs.org/gene/findout/31 _interview.html

Doctor:
Gene Therapy and Cystic Fibrosis http://www.cff.org/publications03.htm

Article on new techniques to cut out CF gene
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/health/newsid_378000/378056.stm




Church standpoint:
http://www.counterbalance.com/genetics/church-frame.html

Article on mothers pregnant with babies suspected of having CF searching for
neutral advice:
http://ww1.onhealth.com/baby/y2k/story/item%2C39976.asp

Other Resources:

Person(s) Interviewed

Profession
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